
• Increase in number of student suspensions from school.1,2

• Chronic exposure to marijuana in adolescents results in abnormal brain structure
development.3

• Decreased academic performance, and increase in likelihood of dropping out of
school.4,5 

• Drug related referrals for high school students testing positive for marijuana has
increased.1

• Early drug use results in a greater likelihood of use of other drugs, alcohol dependence
    and other drug abuse or dependence especially for those using marijuana by 
    age 17.6,4  
• Regular heavy marijuana use by teens can lead to an IQ drop of up to 8 points.
• Early drug use results in a greater likelihood of use of other drugs, alcohol dependence

and other drug abuse or dependence especially for those using marijuana by age 17.6,4

• 78% of the 2.4 million people who began using marijuana in the last year were age
12-20.8

• Every day 3,287 teens use marijuana for the fi rst time.8
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Be guided by science, not dollars. Promote  a balanced public health 
approach, reducing criminal penalties, with  responsible policies protecting 
our Health, our Children, our Families, our Communities, Social Justice, 
Education, our Environment and our Business community. Legalization is 
not the answer.



A PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY 
PREVENTION NETWORK (NJPN)

STUDENTS WHO USE MARIJUANA REGULARLY TEND TO GET LOWER GRADES & 
ARE MORE LIKELY TO DROP OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL THAN THOSE WHO DON’T USE
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ON MARIJUANA
If you care about EDUCATION, and your 
children’s development, you should be 
CONCERNED about the legalization 
of marijuana. 

Don’t believe the rhetoric, the marketing 
lines that marijuana is safe, is not 
addiaddictive and is not harmful. Research 
proves that Marijuana use, especially 
early use by children, even infrequent 
use, increases the likelihood of use of 
other drugs, alcohol dependence and 
drug abuse, especially for those using 
marijuana by age 17. 

MMarijuana use also has been proven to 
cause abnormal brain development, 
psychosis, decreased academic 
performance, increased drop 
out and suspension rates. 
Marijuana and our 
children are a bad decision. 

USE MARIJUANA
FOR THE FIRST TIME

3,287TEENS
EVERY DAY


