Be guided by science, not dollars. Promote a balanced, public health
approach, reducing criminal penalties, with responsible policies protecting
our Health, our Children, our Families, our Communities, Social Justice,
Education, our Environment and our Business community. Legalization is
not the answer.

GRAPHICS RESEARCH

* Drivers festing positive for marijuana are over 2 times more likely to be involved in a crash.!

e Chronic exposure to marijuana in adolescents results in abnormal brain structure development.?

e One in six youth marijuana users become addicted with rates increasing to 25-50% for daily
users. 345

e Early drug use results in a greater likelihood of other drugs, alcohol dependency and other drug
abuse or dependency, especially for those using marijuana by age 17.5¢

e 87% of New Jersey Youth Substance Abuse Treatment admissions are for marijuana use.”

¢ Marijuana THC levels continue to increase through smokable and edible concentrates of
cannabis with THC as high as 80-90%.28 The THC % in 1995 averaged 13.23%. In 2013
the THC percentage averaged 52.41%. In the 1970’s marijuana potency was .04%. In 2013
the marijuana potency was 12.55%.

e Businesses are targeting children, creating products similar in name and appearance to
children’s candy, such as “Ring Pots” ands “Pot Tarts”.% 10

¢ Numerous and profitable vending machines are appearing around the country containing
marijuana products, such as marijuana brownies. '°

® 47% of marijuana sales in Colorado are in the edible form, often targeting youth, including
sodas, lollipops, gummy bears, which contain higher concentration of THC."

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH

* Increase in auto accidents and fatal crashes from drivers testing positive for marijuana10, and
rise in marijuana related DUI cases in Colorado.®

¢ One in ten adult marijuana users become addicted with rates increasing for daily users.®

¢ Increased likelihood of addiction, in part, due to increased concentration of THC in marijuana
now available.

e Users of Cannabis are more likely to become psychotic and more likely to have a 1st psychotic
episode at an earlier age than those who do not use cannabis.?

* Marijuana use among youth ages 12 and older has increased significantly in Colorado and
Washington since legalization.®

® Increased Emergency Department and hospital visits, including children’s poisoning.”
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for marijuana are over

l D E 2 times more likely fo be
involved in a crash

ON MARIJUANA

If you care about CHILDREN & FAMILIES,
you should be CONCERNED about
marijuana use.

Legalization is not about protecting our
children but about creating a new

“Big Tobacco!” “Big Marijuana,”’just like the
tobacco industry, is marketing to our youth
and creating marijuana products in edible
forms in name and appearance similar to
children’s candy such as Gummy Bears.
These edibles use marijuana concentrates
that are up to 90% THC.

NOT ALL MARIJUANA USERS GO ONTO USE OTHER DRUGS BUT
MANY ADDICTED TO DRUGS STARTED WITH MARLJUANA
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THC levels continue increasing through
smokable & edible cannabis concentrates,
with THC as high as 80-90%.
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This marketing and the increased
availability of all forms of marijuana is
resulting in marijuana use increases
among children ages 12 and older, a
greater dependency of marijuana and
other drugs, increase treatment admissions
and impacts brain development of
our youth.
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Other consequences related

to marijuana legalization include
increasing emergency room and
hospital visits and an increase in
marijuana related car crashes and
fatalities. Marijuana use negatively
impacts our youth and families.
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